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Date of Hearing: May 11, 2022
ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS
Chris Holden, Chair
AB 1881 (Santiago) – As Amended April 27, 2022
Policy Committee:

Business and Professions

Vote:

14 - 0

Urgency: No

State Mandated Local Program: Yes

Reimbursable: No

SUMMARY:
This bill requires every public animal control agency, shelter or rescue group to conspicuously
post or provide to new owners, or to post in a conspicuous place accessible to public view, a
copy of a notice regarding the care and treatment of dogs and cats. Specifically, this bill:
1) Subjects each subsequent violation of the above requirement, after sixty days of a first
offense, to a fine not exceeding $250.
2) States that the bill does not create a private right of action for a violation of its requirements
and that the intent of the Legislature is solely to inform potential owners of the standards for
basic physical care and emotional well-being of dogs and cats, and clarifies that the bill does
not create a crime or a penalty other than the penalty provided regarding posting
requirements for educational purposes.
3) Requires the notice that must be conspicuously posted or provided to new owners to include,
among other statements:
Dogs and cats deserve to be free from exploitation, cruelty, neglect, and abuse.
Dogs and cats deserve daily mental stimulation and appropriate exercise considering the
age and energy level of the dog or cat.
Dogs and cats deserve nutritious food, sanitary water, and shelter in an appropriate and
safe environment.
Dogs and cats deserve to be spayed and neutered to prevent unwanted litters.
FISCAL EFFECT:
No cost to the state.
COMMENTS:
1) Purpose. According to the author:
One in five American households adopted a dog or a cat since the start
of the COVID-19 pandemic, in part because of the social and
emotional companionship dogs and cats can provide. Now that the
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state is relaxing some of its COVID-19 restrictions and owners are
returning to normal life, we must ensure that our dogs and cats are still
receiving the love and attention they need. That’s why AB 1881 will
inform potential adopters of the rights of dogs and cats that go beyond
just food, water, and shelter, so that all of our dogs and cats may live
long, healthy lives after all pandemic restrictions have lifted.
2) Opposition. The California Animal Welfare Association (CalAnimals) opposes this bill,
arguing that overall shelter intakes and adoption returns are down, and that many shelters are
currently experiencing slower adoption rates and animals are staying longer. CalAnimals
questions whether shelters are the correct place to attempt to educate pet owners about proper
care of a dog or cat, given that most people only go to the shelter once to adopt an animal,
whereas they are likely to visit the veterinarian’s office or pet food store much more
regularly.
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